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Information on BIOLOGY DIGEST 


Statement of purpose. Biology Digest organizes, 
summarizes, and indexes worldwide scientific 
literature in the life sciences. It is designed to assist 
students and educators at the secondary school and 
undergraduate college levels in keeping current on 
the latest scientific developments and in performing 
special research projects. 


Method. The staff of Biology Digest screens some 200 
periodicals foreign and domestic, looking for 
significant new information relevant to the biological 
sciences. This material is summarized, organized 
into chapters, and indexed by subject and author. 


Abstracts. The abstracts or “digests,” which are up to 
325 words long, give as much information as possible 
about the original material, including conclusions 
and methods. The idea is to enable students who may 
not have ready access to the original documents to 
understand and keep current on latest biological 
research. Each issue of Biology Digest contains 
approximately 350 abstracts. 


Citation numbers. Abstracts are numbered sequen- 
tially through the entire volume. The first four char- 
acters represent the academic year of the volume, and 
the four characters following the hyphen represent 
the abstract identification number—93/94-0001, 
93/94-0002, 93/94-0003, etc. 


Keyword Index. Each abstract is assigned certain key- 
words that spotlight the main points of the article. 
Each keyword becomes an “entry” in the keyword 
index which refers the reader back to the appropriate 
abstract. The indexing technique used in Biology 
Digest is called “free-language,” which means that 
the keywords chosen to represent each article are not 
restricted to a thesaurus or master list of keywords but 
rather picked to conform to the language in the 
original material itself. 


Author Index. Each issue contains its own author 
index to facilitate locating research performed by a 
particular scientist. 


Feature Articles. Each issue contains a special author- 
itative feature article on some particular area of 
biological research. Additional copies of feature 
articles are available for a nominal fee. See page viii 
and ix for a complete list of past feature articles and 
pricing information. 


Master list of publications. Publications received regu- 


larly and cited in Biology Digest are listed in the front 
of each issue. 


Abbreviations and symbols. Alphabetical listings of 


abbreviations and symbols appear in each issue. 


Subscriptions. Biology Digest is published monthly, 


September through May. A subscription to Volume 
19 for the 1993-94 school year is $125 ($131 for 
foreign subscriptions). All subscriptions are for a 
full volume (nine issues), and the Cumulative In- 
dex. New subscribers automatically receive any is- 
sues already published in the current volume. Sec- 
ond subscriptions to the same address are available 
at a special reduced rate of $99. Single copies of 
Biology Digest issues may be ordered prepaid for 
$12 each. A limited number of back volume sets 
also are available—Volumes 5, 6, 7, and 8 at $79 
($85 for foreign subscriptions), 9, 10 and 11 at $89 
($95 for foreign subscriptions), 12 and 13 at $95 
($101 for foreign subscriptions), 14, 15, and 16 at 
$99 ($105 for foreign subscriptions) 17 and 18 
(which include the Cumulative Index), at $125 
($131 for foreign subscriptions). Payment must ac- 
company all subscription orders from outside the 
U.S. and Canada. 


Cumulative Index. To facilitate research, an inte- 


grated cumulative index containing both keywords 
and author references is published at the end of the 
volume year. The-Cumulative Index to Volume 5 
(1978-79), and Volume 6 (1979-80) are $18.50 each. 
Volume 7 (1980-81), Volume 8 (1981-82), Volume 9 
(1982-83), and Volume 10 (1983-84), are $19.50 
each. Volume 11 (1984-85), and Volume 12 (1985- 
86), are $22.50 each, and Volume 13 (1986-87), 
Volume 14 (1987-88), Volume 15 (1988-89), and 
Volume 16 (1989-90) are $25.00 each. Beginning 
with Volume 17 (1990-91), the cumulative index 
became an automatic part of a subscription to Biology 
Digest. Cumulative Indexes for Volumes 17, 18, and 
19 are available, however, for purchase at $25 each. 
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SECONDARY SCHOOLS, PARENTAL ATTITUDES, MATHEMATICS ACHIEVE- 
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